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Satober 19h2 


< ice Because of the drains on eg ed of defense industrial work and | | 
= she draft, thers is an acute shortage of skilied dairy farm hands in this £ 
County. Two large arms works, an enermous air depot and a copper and 

brass works in the County are all paying high wages and employing almost 

earl. the available mon in the County. In more then one of these factories, 

_ women are being hired to replace men who have been drafted. Voluntary : 
enlistments have also contributed to the labor shortage. Farmers say 
that many farm boys enlisted because they were afraid that people in 
their commimities would sesrn them for "sticking safe at home on the 
farn” instead of getting into the fight. ; 


© 


ee aes Leading farmers estimate that 30 to 90 percent of the farms in 
See : ting shorthanded. Farm wives and children are co! 
«the y are operating shorthanded. Farm wives and children are coing 
- field work which they heve never done before. Interviowars observed 
women unloading corn for ensiling, pitching hay and digzinz optatces, 
-- and cases of women doing most of the milking; extensive tractor driving : 
Ss and other ‘* work have been reported. Farm women are ordinarily glad, inne 
to help out the fields -~ "They pity the men, werking so hard” a Home 
“Demonstration Agent put it -- but most farmers eon 't like to have their 
wives doing "men's work." "It just don't. look right to see a -woman out 
= in the field" one farmer said. . 
zee : 
ies Dairy fers have had less success with new sourecs of help 
; than: haye cash crop farmers. The latter have imported Negroes to Big 
eget and potatoes, have used high school boys {and sometimes cirls) 
for picking potatoes and ce end both farm and city women for these 


end other pene opsrations 


Dis - Dairy farmers usually express the opinion that women and urban 
_ high school boys are not able to replace regular farm hands because 1) 
_ they. are not strong enough, and/or 2) they are not skilled or exper- 

- denced enough. 


es lost farmers are behind in their work, especially haying and Ae e 
- cutting grain, both because of the lebor shortage and the wet season. 3 eS 
‘Besides working harder and trying new sources of help, farmers are using a 
their machinery mors extensively, are making sure it is propsrly adjust- ta ee 
_@¢ » and buying new machinery when they can -~ especially pick-up bailers ; 
end 3 cora harvesters. Farmers are also inventing new uses for old poenais es 

' y e~ planting squash with a corn planter, and blowing oats up into a Ry 


biz n the barn with an ensileage eutter for example. They are planning — ae ji 
pine mare caret ty ; is ae Se he ue : be eee 
-,: ? St ran 


iP a4 L 


& has been’ estimated thet 10 percent of the see in the County 
d or substantially reducsd their dairy herds and gone out of © ©. 
er pro notion; and that 10 percent more will follow by the end 
) cattle are bein auctioned and sold cut of the County as 
) the c pies superior cows, resold to dairymen elsewhere. 
J out ncipal. lly because of 1 ) labor shortage » 2) eG : 
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have also gone into industry, and a few of these are attempting toe 
run a part-time farming enterprise with reduced livestock and crops. 


Leading farmers and members of the Farm Bureau express the 
opinion that Oneida County dairymen have worked harder this year than 
ever before, that they have reashed the point where they feel that 
they cannot go on under existing conditions. “Farmers,” they say, 
"are undecided about what to do next year. They want to be patriotic 
but they can't produce food without pia ses They want assurance that 
they'll get labor." These spokesmen say that, unless some relisf is 
provided, farmers will not attempt te meet predustion goals next year 
and "a lot of people will go hungry." 


Agricultural leaders and farmer coumicteemen of saverel agen- 
cies concurred in bleming the present situation on industry --agriculture 
wage differentials. They favored either 1) raising farm prices so that 
farmers could “come somewhere near paying factory weges," or 2) a strong 
manpower control in the hands of the Government, so that sxilled farm 
hands could be kept in agriculture and prevented from entering war in- 

. dustry or the draft. 


The foregoing opinions accurately rafiect those of larger farm 
opsrators, with substantial investments and middle-to-high incomes. On 
small, one-man or family size farms (which leaders say constitute ane- 
half of the farms in the County) the labor situation is not acute, and 
operators of these enterprises are probably less impressed by labor 
shortages and less firmly convinesd that imnediate and decisive Sovern- 
ment action is needed. 


Medical Serviose 


; So far, 61 medical scoctors {about one-quarter of all the doctors 
in the County) have left private practice in Oneide County for the armed - 
forces. The proportion of doctors leaving has been about the same in 

the two principal cities (Utica and Rome) as in surrounding small tows 
ané villages. ‘fost of the departed doctors are the younger men -- under 
45 years old. One medical official opined that the more capable men had 
left. : 


All reneining doctors are now overburdened with work, and it 
seams likely thet the medical doctor population cennot bse depleted fur- 
ther without ee tesin modical service seriously. 


Hospitals are filled. The obstetrical ward of one Utica hos- 
pital has overflowed one floor and taken some beds on another. During 
April 1942, this hospital, registered as of 1,0 bed capacity, actually 
had a daily averege of 160 patients. 


Incraased work for doctors has been a result not only of fewer 
practicing doctors, but also because of an increase in elective surgery 
because: 1) people who deferred elective opsrations through the depression, 
now have the money to pay for them and want them, and 2) people who are 
applying for jobs in war industry or for the armed forces are being sub- 
jected to physical examinations. Freqently, certain physical defects 
(hernia, hemorrhoids) must be corrected before the applicant can be 
passed. This increase in elective surgery will raise the general level 
of physical fitness, but is putting a strain on medical facilities now. 
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Overcrowding in house~short defenss arsas, and fatigue from 
long hours will probably raise the tuberculssis rate, one official 
believes. The State Denartment of Health is pressing for more vac- 
cimation (typhoid, diphtheria) and preventative medicine among defense 
workers. 


Several privately-owned farm labor camps in. Omsida and adjoin- 
ing counties are a serious public health problem. Uvercrowding, un- 
sanitary sewage dispogal and drinking water facilities, besides a high 
venereal dissase rete {particularly among Negro farm laborers) make 
these camps danzer spots. 


Ono official remarked that he has noticed “a widespresd, 
obsessive fear of epidemic among the lay vopulation" whenever the 
subject of doctors leaving the community was mentioned. 


So far, few measures have been taken te adant to present 
medical conditions. In one rural community, about to lose its only 
remaining doctor, aroused public opinion suceceded in keeping the 
man out of the army. Ali over the County, doctors are trying to make 
fewer home calls, to plan their itinerary by not accepting home calls 
after ea certain hour, and by appealing to the public not to call them 
unless “real, medical attention” is necessary. Yet already one case 
has been reported of a school girl who fainted, bit did not get medical 
attention until sevsral hours later, and hence had to be hospitalized 
for several days. — 
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Farmer Interviews ; Oneida County, | 


Ne Y. 
f P < 4 c 
(Raper) September 22, 1942 


Mr. Peters (near Paris, south of Utica) 


Peters complained bitterly about farm labor shortage. He is 
shorthanded and is depending on femily labor. His wife is working 
(in the field) very hard, but he doesn't believe she can keep up her 
present pace. Under the Sauquoit Valley schcol plen, his son and 
daughter are released from school at 12.30 ?. M. cach day and help 
him a lot on the farm. Ue is planning to use high school boys on his 
potatoes. : 

Peters contends that farmers have got to have better prices ° 
or they won't plent anything next year, althougn he also says "We 
kmow we are in a iife and death struggle and we (farmers) are willing 
to do all we can." . 


de is a member of Farm Bureau and Dairymen's Learue, of «a 
potato spray ring and has participated in AAA and SCS. ‘e feels that 
people in \ashington mean well, but don't get out in the field enough - 
to know what farmers are thir'cing. 


Mr. J. i. Cole (in Paris) 


Cole owns a small farm and rents additional 100 aeres. ile was 
kesping his 15 year old son cut of schocl to fill silc, had hired a 
15 year old neighbor boy to help and was changing with a neighbor. 
Gole says urban high school boys will work all risht if properly super- 
vised. Cole's wife has “all she can do in the house,” does no field 
work. 


Mr. and Yrs. Totman (S. ¥. of Paris eS miles toward Sauquoit) 
erence ee iphone Oe et Erna atante tic ean 


Mrs. Totman says she has been doing a great deal of extra work 
on the farm. She helped with haying, and, while her Imsband was work- 
ing in Savage Arms Company for a couple of months, she did ail the 
milking. She says she likes fieid work, but, while doing it, she had 
been forced to let the housework so. 


Mr. Totman had gone te work in Savage Arns last winter, but 
quit this summer because it “was breaking down my healths I couldn't 
eat and ? couldn't sleep. “hen I got back on the farm i felt much 
better." | 


Totman reports that many of his neighbors are working at 
Savage. There is at least ons worker at Savage from half the houses 
in the aren between Sauquolt and Paris. “iany farmers are seing out 
of agriculture and into Savaze in order to have more money to spend. 


Totman cisliked the labor policy at Savage. [Me feols. that the 
company union is inadequete and that holding: a job or setting a better 
one there depeuds on one's personel standing with the foreman. Je says 
that a real union is needed at Savage. Totman contends that Savage 
prevented the establishment of a farmers' cooperative market at itica 
,because this would have raised prices of produce and, indirectly, might 
have been responsible for Savare employess demanding raises. 
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Totman also believes that dairy farmers cught to sign up with 
Lewis’ Dairy Union for their protectione He ssys thet tho Dairymen's 
League end Farm ‘Bureau are in cahoots with large milk companies (manue 
fasturers ). 


He did not plent potatoes this year because he was not sure of 
getting labor for theme He says ho hates to ses his wife working in 
the fields but has no choice, since wages are so highe He seys thet 
several Utiea women had signed up with the Parm Bureau te work on farme, 
but had not been given an opportumity to do so. Totmen says thet two of 
them, daughters of a bishop, cane ous to work for him for a couple of 
aRYS o 


Nie feels that high school children make good help "if you stay 
with ‘em all the time" (supervision), but doesn't think they oucht to 
be allowed to do hard farn works 


He feels that Vashington must straighten out the farm lebor 
situation somehow or farmers will just quit. 


Neighbor of Totman (no neme) 


This man hed a Negro harvest hand on his place whom he boarded. 
in his home. 


lie stated that Crove NWinman, who had imported a larse number of 
Negro pickers from the south this summer, was lnown to, have a bad labor 
record, and thet no one would work for Hinman a sceend year after having 
been employed by him once. Fe seid that Ninmon was wealthy anc polit- 
jeslly well fixed, and did not need to cxre how well his record wes 
knowns; but he did have to get a new lubor supply cach year from a new 
SOUrCEs 


The interviewes said he agreed with the Madison Coumty grand 
jury in their recomnendation that the Farm Bureeu ought to arrange for 
better camps next year, that Hinman’s cemps were overcrowded end un= 
sanitary 


Charlie Baylis end Arthur Tompkins (between Paris and Sauquoit) 


(These men are both farmers, exchanging worke They were inter= 
viewed on Tompkins’ farme) 


Tompkins was working ot Savage up wmtil harvest time. Then he 
guit and he may not roturne 


Both. men said there was no serious labor shortage in the com= 
munitye Hoth said they had nover hired much labor, end were changing 
work as usual. They were using machinery to the fullest extent and 
were mechenizing operetions more and more, were using children on trac- 
tors. Baylis said his sister-in-lew, who had never driven a tractor 
before, had done this job for them this summer, had deen 2 great: help. 
Tompkins was planning to use boys and girls to pick up potatoes. 


Both had all intentions of going ahead as usual next years 
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Leo Brennan (near Paris Station) 


4 strong Farm Bureau member, and a dairyman orimarily, 
Brennaa was disturbed over low farm prices, although he stated later 
that because of the "good" milk price, he had been feeding more grein, 
was getting better milk production, ; 


He had two teen age boys (sons) who were helping him a ict, 
and his ten-year-old daughter had driven the tractor somes. lle was 
exchanging labor. 


falter Towne (near Clayville) 


This man did not complain about lsbor. -le has two hired men, 
as usual, right along. He says he will get alonz ali right.as long as 
the draft board will keep them deferred. The younger hired man has 
been deferred once, and Towne will reqisst another deferment when this 
one runs out. 


He has 75 acres, runs a retail milk route selling 500 qarts 
a day. He produces half, buys half of this miik. 


W. @. Rogers (Agricultural Teacher at Sauquoit Vellay School) 


Rogers formulated the plan, mow in eperation in this school, 
for condensing the school day sa that all children can be released 
for half a day, in critical times, for work on farms. Under this 
plan, the morning session begins half an hour carlisr (8.30 instead 
of 9.00 A.M.), classes are shortened by 10 minutes sach, and there 
are no recesses. All children are released at 12.40 P.M. 


Rogers feels that children can perform farm work for only 
half a day anyway, in most cases. This plan has the advantage of 
_keeping all children “together" rather than releasing some whe will 
miss part of the instruction and keeping ethers. Hence it elimin- 
ates the necessity for special effort on tho part of teachers to help 
the excused children catch up to the rest. 


Rogers says that almost all of the children in his scheol went 
out to pick up potatoes on the day the interviewer called. He feels 
that the children can take over the light work and that farmers, by 
changing off and using machinery to better advantage, can tale over the 
heavy work, thas making the labor situation less critically tight. 
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Farmer Interviews Oneida County, N.Y. 
(Riecken) : Sepce: 22, 19L2 


Tony Sorrentino (7?) 


Eos aa farmer who used to work in a factory and farm part- 
time. He hed a regular hired man to do the famn work while he was gone,» 
shen the hired'man quit, Tony left the factory and is now working fuli- 
time on his farn. 


He has decided to reduce his strawberry and sweet corn acreage 
next year because he will be working full-time without help on the farm 
and won't have time to go to market with produce. 


This year he lost an ostimated 5,000 quarts of berries and most 
of his swest corn because he couldn't get harvest help. 


The Italtan women from Rome whom used to hire for berry pick- 
ing are not working thie year because their husbands, sons or dauzshters 
ali have defenses jobs and the family does not need the money. 


Tony hired some young boys and girls (under 11) te pick berries, 
mit, “them kids were no good. They did more damage to the plants than 
they did any good.” Tony figures that this kind of labor is very costly 
to him. 


Tony would use women as laborers, “if they knew anything. But 
city women wouldn't be amy good in a ey fieid. They don't know snough-- 
they just don't have any experionce."” 


Tony hes no family help--2 children under 6 years and a wife 
("a city girl") who has had no experience at farm work-~is getting 
along as well es he can by himself and by exchanging labor with his 
neighbors. 


My, Hall (near Folland Patent) 


Although he has two sons et home (one of whom had been working 
at Savage Arms, but quit to help out on the place, Hall feels that he 
is operating his 200 acres shorthended. He has 89 head of stock, about 
50 of which are milking cows. 


For part of this summer (192) Hall had an urban high school 
boy from New Jersey working as a general hand on the farm. The boy's 
relatives, who live near Hall, arranged for the job. The boy had to 
pass off a requirement for Corneli's vet course of a certain number of 
months work on a farm. The boy started off all right but, Hell feels, 
he was not physically strong; in late July the boy told Wall he would 
have to aote "because he was all tired out and couldn't keep ezoing 
any longer." 


Hall hired two local high schcol boys one day last week {the 
boys had been released from school for harvest work}. “One of ’em did 
a lot of work, for his size, but the other was no dam good -- too lazy." 
Hail feels that most village and town boys are tivo inexperienced and 
that furm boys have enough work on their home places. - 
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He feels the same way about women. City women are inexper- 
ienced and facm women have enough work to do now. 


He is not exchanging help with neighbors this yoar "because 
we're all short-handed and we want to do the work at the same time." 


He used a combine for the first tims. this year, didn’t like 
it, and went back to a threshing machine. Feels that with a sombins, 
he must leave the grain standing too long end may lose it. 


Feels thet draft board has been fair to farmers, but he dosantt 
understand why they are taking in (the army) young men who could be 
producing food, when, after they gst then, they don't have any place - 
to put them, nor any equipment to give them." {He seems to be holding 
on to an outmoded attitude--one that applied a year ago but probably 
doesn't today. ) 


Yvrse Watson 


A tenant (cash rent) family with = large family. Three daush- 
ters (aged 17 to 20) are all working either at Rome Air Depot or at 
Rome Wire and Cable. Mrs. Watson feels that it is better for them to 
work there for high cash wages which are getting the family out of debt, 
than to work on the farm. Two sons (13 and 15) are helping on the farm. 


They usually had an extra man during the summer, but this year 
Mr. Watson and the boys "got along by working harder." They also ox- 
chenged work with neighbors during haying. - 


; Mrs. Watson hes been out digeing potatoes and will continus 
this work. “It's the first time I ever dug potatoes because I had to," 
she says, "but I don't think it hurts a body to get out and work. I'm 
nots very good at it, but I don't mind it (field work)." 


Mr. Fillmore {nsar Holland Patent) 


Operates a large appis orchard, does net have any other farm 
business. 


He usually hired two men during the summer, this year got along 
with one high school boy full-timo and another part of the sumer. 
bought a new sprayer which saves him a great deal of time and labor~- 
the labor of two men, he estimates--and feels sure he could not have 
gotten through without it. 


; For harvest labor he has several people who were released from 

& local canning factory after the green bean pack was finished. He also 
has some (farm) women picking up apples off the ground--he won't let 
them go up on the ladders however. He also has two or three local young 
men who are on the night shift in the brass mill and are picking apples. 
daytims, as well as two men from eels who had last Saturday and Sunday 
off and came to pick. He has not found any city women who want to work 
on farms. 


Mr, Warcup (Steuben) 


Says he is “an old-fashioned farmer” who has a 30 cow deiry 
and ships te a nearby cheese factory. He is working short-handed, 
has been all summer. He has no family help and his wife does neo 
field work--she is not physically able to and, besides, “she's got 
enough to do in the house.” 


The only farm help availablo, he says, is old men over 50 or 
55 years of age, “and drunk most of the time. You can't depend on 
then." . 


Mr. Wareup's only adantation to labor shortage ia working 
herder and getting behind in his work. He says that high school boys 
make good help, but he did not try to get any this vear. He makes 
most of his milk in the summer, has very little to do in the winter. 


(Did not get name--near Rome) 


This man has been a pert-time farmer and mill worker since 
1936 and is trying to keep both enterprises going now, but having an 
awfully tough time of it. He has paid off a good deal of farm debt, 
has a good dairy herd and would like to go farming full-time. However, 
he feels obligated te stay at the mill sinve, he is an experisuced man, 
the mili is opsrating at full speed and needs workers. 


. Usually he hires one married man year-round to do milking and 
take care of the place, while he (ower) helps ovt after work. Now he 
has only @ young single man who caunot do all the work, and an elderly 
(77 years old) man to do odd jobs and chores. He is afraid that the 
young man may not be deferred and this will losve him sericusly short- 
handed. 


He cultivated and cut all his corn this season at night, by 
putting lights on the tractor. : 


(Daughter of an Itelian vegeteble farmer on musk land near Rome °* 


Operator (father) is eoing to Syracuse twice a week to market 
now rather than five times a week to Utica bacauss farm is short-handed 
and the new marketing arrangement saves time. Less produce is sold at 
the roadside stand because of gas rationing--no customers. 


The Italian (lower class) women from Rome who used to pick 
potatoes, onions, etc., are not coming out to wor’ on the muck land 
this year. They have bean going out to pick beans instead because it 
is cleansr, somewhat better paying work. 


This operator hired school kids during the summer for hosing 
and weeding, but now all the children are back in school. 


The whole family is working in the fields this year. The women 

of the family have never done field work before. The daughter comment~ 

ed, "I never work on the land before this; this year I work like a peeg. 
Oh, I like it (field work) all right; T like it better than in the house.” 
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Dre F. i. Milier, M. D., 293 Geneseo Strect, Utica, N. Y. 
Dr. F. M. Miller, Jr., of the Onsida County Medical Association, 
made the following pertinent statements: 


To date, some 61 doctors (medical doctors and dentists) have 
left private practice for the armed services. For the most pert, these 
are men of under O, or, at least, of under 15 years of age. 


All medical doctors in the County are now overburdened with 
work. Hospitals are filled. The obstetrical ward of St. Plizabeth's Uospitel 
(Utica) has been completely filled lately and an overflow of six~seven 
mothers placed in another section of the hospital. 


During April, one local hespital, registered as of 10 bed 
capacity, acconmodated a daily average of 1600 persons. 


Increased works for doctors has been a result, not of epidemic 
or higher sicknass rates, but rather of the war boom in tvm main ways: 


Elective surgery, which people deferred during the depression, 
ig the principal reason for crowded hospitais. In these times, people 
want tc have desirable {although not absolutely vital) operations per- 
formed, since they can at last afford them. This will result in a better 
health level but is crowding hospitals. 


Second main source of increased patients is a related phenomenon. 
Vany persons arc now getting, or trying for jobs in war industries, 
which require a physical examination. Not only is the demand for exan-~ 
ination crowding doctors, but also, physical defects (hernia, hemorrhoids) 
which must be corrected before the applicant will be hired, sre being 
discovered and remedied. 


Osteopaths and Burepean refugee medicos will probably benefit 
from the current drain on medical doctors into the armed ferces. There 
are none too many midwives in the County. “In 2 way, it's our own 
{doctors') fault. For years, we've encouraged our patients to go to 
hospitals to have their babies. Wow we wish :mltiparous births could 
be cared for at home by midwives." 
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Meeting of Farm Leaders Oneida County, WN. * 
New Hartford, N. Y. September 22, 1942. 


{The following notes were mde by Dr. Raper and Mr. Riecken at 
a meeting of farm committeemen of various agencies active in Oneida 
County. The following were present: Earl C. Foster, County Farm Bureau Agent: 
Robert Hayden, Wanagor of Utica Branch Office, Syracuse Production Credit: 
Edward Reddell, Manager of Oneida, New York Office of Farm Security; the 
Home Demonstration Agent and the h-H Club Leader for the County; and the 
following farmer committeemen: 8111 Hemming, AAA Chairman; Deve Agnee, 
President of the Farm Bureau; Albert Ellingswood, County Leader of Fxtension 
Minutemen (neighborhood leaders); Harold Craig, Orange representative) 
Bill Roberts, Dick Hughes, and Harry Goodson representing other agencies. 


This meeting had been called to select the county farm mashinery 
rationing board. After this was done, the meeting was given over to a 
discussion of the qestions raised by Dr. Raper and Mr. Riecken. Indi- 
vidual speakers are not identified.) 


Manpower 


Almost all farms are operating short-handed owing to the drain of 
help by Savage, Remington, Revere Brass, and the Rome Pepot. Local draft 
beards have been as fair.as they can be, but they have been ferced to 
take farm-labor in some areas which are entirely rural. 


Lots of farmers are going into war industry because they can 
Make more morey there. These are genuine small farmers, not part-time 
or back-yard farmers. 


Dairy cows are being auctioned off to other areas and for beef. 
With farm help the way it is now, this trend may increase. 


Farmers are doing more work, and yet getting behind in their 
work. Even men-who have always hed their hay cut on time in other years 
are behind now. Not only has labor been short, but the wet season hes 
elso kept farmers back. 


High school boys are being considered for harvesting apples, and 
several farmers have tried them. In most oases farmers are cooperating 
with school principals and placing their requests for boys through these 
officials. Ina couple of instances, nonefarn boys have been used. 

Farm boys generally have enough work on their home farms to keep them busy. 


School boys and girls from the villages have also been used to 
pick up potatoes. High school boys have been hired to drive trucks and 
tractors and children even as young as nine and ten years old have been 
used to drive tractors. One farmer, however, daclared, "It ain't right 
for a nine year old boy to drive ea tractor. His little arms aintt 
strong enough for that." 


Women, particularly farmers’ wives, are doing men's work. "They 
generally do it because they pity the menfolks working so hard," remarked 
the Home Demonstration Agent. italian and Polish women from Utica have, 
as usual, been picking vegetables and fruit. 
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Southern Negroes have been imported to work as pickers on the 
cash crop farms in southern Oneida and.next-door “ladison County. Growers 
report that Ne ross are usually much better pickers than local Italian 
womens 


An offer to send several conscientious objestore to the County 
for farm laborers was flatly rejected by the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
Amsrican Legion, Chamber of Commorce, and by several farm operators. 


In general, farmers are planning ahead more, performing their 
operations more efficiently. They are using machinery to an increasing 
extent, are sesing that it is more carefully adjusted, are buying new | 
machinery {especially milking machines, corn harvesters, pick-up balers, 
forming potato spray tings). 


Many are inventing new uses for praesent machinery. Oné man, 
eperating a fair sized farm, has rigzed out a buck rake for his tractor 
and is able to haul as much hay into the barn with this as he and a 
hired man used to do with a loader and rack. Another, unable to get 
enough labor for hand planting, put in his tbe ects by adapting his scorn 
planter. He removed the can which sits on top of the tube and replaced 
it with a funnel. He then built a small platform on which his daughter 
could stand and drop single sseda in the funnel at proper intervals. 
Snacing the seed svenly was done by tying colored rags to the wheels of 
the corn planter at proper intervals. The rig worked very setisfactorily. 
Stili a third man, to save space and labor in storing his oats, built a 
bin just over the driveway and under the saves of ths barn. Ile set up 
en old hisileags cutter blower, built a hopper attechment and sinply 
blew his orxts up into the bin, 


Not only defense industry and the draft, but also voluntary en- 
listments have cleaned out sone of the farm labor. Many farm boys have 
enlisted to keep from being asked (scornfully) by local people, "Vhat 
are you doing around here? (Why aren't you in the army?" In a sense 
they have been razzed into enlisting. 


Most of the foregoing material applies to the larger farms in the 
County. The small, one-man, or family size farms, are in meh better 
shape, and their operators probably would not complain at all about labor 
shortage, although they may have been a little hurried during haying and 
silo filling. 


Some assurance mst be given the farmer that he will have lebor 
next year, or else he will not. be interested in plenting production goal 
acreage. Perhaps the point on which all this turns is. the wage differ- 
ential between farm and industriel help. Somo farmers fael strongly 
that farm prices must be raised to allow farmers to pay somewhere near 
comparable wages. Others feel strongly that centralized government con- 
trol of manpower is the only answer--that "the Covernment ought to have 
the power to tell a man where he can work and how much he'll get.” 
These are considered emergency, war measures, and clearly necessary. 

All farmers agree that "Something has got to be done. We can't go on 
this wey another year. If farmers don‘t get assurance of help thay’1l 
lay down and quit, and there'll be some folks goin' hungry." Farmers 


_- : i) Lae 554 - ‘ 7 


i - J - a 7 s f aa 
: } Stool ht Spa Or eek eaeeee hoa ies: eto we = sete 


'. ae ‘1 . Ya Tee4 ona: ’ bodsot we tos? pen Wintoael “iaa < >ot Pa : 
P32 et bee pik Lied aoe Soaeetot tl Wie ec: peteot ee ree 

© K oa 

- ’ im SMe esi ey ol hate ee “eta TG A sé * estate ree onay at fe ss 

+ ; OAs BA Sy Pisa un tes at a i ih Caen. val a wrote ate 

a SLRS OU homes te Delle et es vi cere State ong , Hey, 


| Sind abr sota . winheyetad Peeo, Beh Ghee genes tela eie e ant die 
; ~\ HOSE wWarisa biaton Aakers 
nen 8h .vatisoan fobed ty 207 290g) Seu pein rh 's SLB Ye). > 7 
art o% tat caw pg iesrds sac’ ree! Biaserntos Ai tated eer 
7 2 ’ 


“0 OS Te RUM lo Oh! Gi? Oa RE weal Boke Tides Siem se ee 

a. i oie ie iL fans 7het, Oth Tetael 2 cei. 66 Of Wier der haree 
Pt oAba wed t 4s ee Fn pig Dactn Be tote itutecgn : ‘a 

e.0 BS aie? io mert oat — ane oda. Bare oe Ree ty ae 
rel Fe CR iq ean 8) 9 ited ake oS" 1 Nema een eg 7 
"df 1 a oped alin 6 “up fe oak hee ae ets” Bunn | 
” 7 bie" CMe My “E” ambris Lae Vinee. Ce eal, iio. a on 
RS OO” 1 al Peele Sep raaae: Tataniq =< 00 nae oe 
ote rer fT Me MM iy A ec ripee he 
eS lf a ‘y Tt! eves arene aD Ae rete 7-45 ant porto ae - eee va ; 
P ' ror § aa » is ig! ig Fy I fo _ weak pe f: i ' - 
- ; ; id dd “shar et HF Ro: is ar oe . 
| : “ 


MOCO. of we . $594k. ots haa gregord Sniealen tang ni). Raa me : 
ar ir sapeat bev aed Hi 23> eras Pip bttegts Wiel acenieet f» =, 


E » 2A GE Afer f ac i ; cy iv) irre Sz | 4 on ies ® ‘ ‘ . Piayt nays $008 kt Lin i! mph J ; ? 
o¢ a es : — t hes ; TDN a Lae a> | uth * 9nie bari wate cana © = > rs 
: vRETSS ? a ora? Wegers Bsr are ‘eat i a 


* 


in) Tens ans > 1? ral ian 4 La bik gut an 
sim rt sta ieee aie BS: inst sty, hp 
. “ 7t 7 oJy seit nies ne a DOs | 


é oa an 
i JEUROTA as ian 
02 UF eked Ec a 
A Vigs ae" 
aes: kdwodsr ~che: 


a) apron Pr west ete. dis tf ete 
=. oy Sagar Png: i 
aes Sater “2 ete 
pracrsene vinaaly bee 


ero physicaily nervously exhausted. They “don't want to go through 
another year like this one.” 


Approximetely 250 dairy farma have gone cut of business in 
the County this year, and about 250 are expected to follow by the end 
of 192. 


Medical Services 


In one or two areas thers is only ons doctor left, and the 
situation is becoming serious. Commnity pressure saved the men in 
the Seauquoit Valley from entering the army. Doctors are now able to 
give only medical care, no time for hypochondriacs. Several have lim- 
ited hours when they may be culled. This resulted, in ons schosi, in 
keeping a fainted girl from gotting medical attention for several hours; 
result--she had to bo hospitalized. 


Home mirsing and Red Cross courses are experiencing @ great 
boom. The Blue Cross Hospital Plan is not widespread among rural people, 
but is condusting a membership campaign now through Farm Bureau. 
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sources: Earl Foster, County Agent, Robert Hayden, Production Credit, 
Ye Messrs. Drais and Roach, United States Employment Service, 
Mro Zay, District Office (Utica), Office of Defense Trans- 
portation, Mr. Winslow, Secretary, Utica Chamber of Commerce, 
Urs. Walkup, Secretary of District School Superintendents, 
| Oneida County, and several farmers and rurai. residents. 


RAO AS (1) ‘There was a shortage. 


is (2) Year-round skilled dairy hands are short. Cash crops (vegetable- 
beans, peas) farms were generally not short of labor. The usual 
sources of underemployed men have dried up, but women and high 
School children supplemented 1,500 Negroes from southern States 
to pretty well fill the gap. 


The shortage on dairy farms was county wide except on small, 
family size farms, say, for example, under 100 acres and under 
10 cows. On these farms operators have gotten along pretty well 
by themselves or with some help from wives and children. 


(3) Scarcity of experienced workers owing mainly to the heavy drain 
which war industrial employment has made on farm manpower « 


(4) The traditional role of women and children under 14 or there 
abouts has been one which permitted them to assist with milking, 
do light chores, and take care of the chickens and the family 
(yegetable) garden. Women and children have generally been con= 
Sidered unable, or, at least, unfit to do theavy work'? «. such as 
cleaning stable, carrying milk cans, or almost any field work, 
The shortage of male help has greatly relaxed the rigor of 
traditional restrictions, however, although not without arousing 
Some anxiety in farmers who ‘just don’t think it looks right to 
see a woman working in the field." The shortage is related to 
class structure in this way too: in the past farm hands have 
occupied almost an "out—caste't status on some farms, have 
always been considered as members of a lower Social class than 

i operators, Although the principal attraction of industry has 
been economic opportunity, there has probably been an element 

’ of social class involved. Along with increasing their income, 
farm hands who enter industry raise their class status somewhat. 
Social class is also involved in labor on cash crops. Italian 
and Polish women (and some men) have done this job in the past, 
it generally being considered somewhat beneath "white® (native~ 

born, old-line families) women. Now these foreign-born women 

are turning out in smaller numbers Since, in many cases, their 
husbands, sons and even daughters, are employed in war plants 
and the income from picking beans or peas is not needed. Although 
in past years, farm operators in Oneida Counsy would have little 
or nothing to do with Negroes for reasons of racial prejudice, 
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the shortage of white male help is beginning to break dom this 
barrier. One large vegetable grower imported several truck loads 
of Negroes from southern States to pick beana and peas this year, 
and there are scattered instances of Negroes being employed on 
dairy farms during seasonal peaks and may stay on as steady help. 


About 70 to 75 percent going into war industries, when the labor 
shortage first began to be felt, farmers opined, about farm 
jaborers entering war plants, "Well, you can’t blame ‘em for 
going after that big money. They cen make a lot more in the 
factory than a farmer can afford to pay." Lately, however, 


Since the shortage has grom acute, farmers are beginning to 


feel that the Government has a responsibility to see that farmers 
get help enough to stay in production. At the present time some 
feel that "the Government ought to have the power to tell a man 
where he can work and how much he!l1 get." Some farmers, however, 
feel that the damage has been done, and that it is too late to 
"prohibit" now. 


Farmers are inclined to minimise this movement. Actually about 
five to ten percent of the shortage is attributable to this. 
Very few farmers would feel that this should be prohibited next 
year. It should be noted too, that some small farm operators 
have quit and gone into factories. 


About 15 to 20 percent. Farmers are often torn between a fear 
of being thought "unpatriotict for requesting deferment and a 
fear of having to quit farming because of an insoluble labor 
problem if sons or workers are drafted. These men find it hard 
to express an unequivocal opinion. They are plainly confused, 
and often wind up with a decision they are not sure of and which 
they defend emotionally and with an almost neurotic aggressiveness. 
Almost all applauded the manpower directive to draft boards to 
defer dairy and poultxy farm hands. "They liked the ideatt a 
county official said “but they're from Missouri. ‘They are still 
waiting to see whether the Government really means action,' 

Such a directive would remove responsibi lity from farmers for 
making decisions us to who should be deferred, The factor of 
voluntary enlistnent is not to be overlooked, Many farn boys 
volunteered for Army or Navy because they feared public opinion, 
They didn't want people asking them "What are you doing around 


here? Why aren't you in the Army?" In a sense they were razzed 
into volunteering. 


Farmers are willing to pay a fair wage of $60 to $70 a month 


. (and board) for a Single man, or $100 to $125 a month {and 


Privileges) for a married man. Most workers would consider 
this a fair wage for farn work, but can make SO much more money 
($50 to $90 a week) in factories that they usually do not con= 
sider taking farm employment. The wage difference is almost 
that. between two worlds —~ there is little or no question of 
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their mesting, farmers say they simply cannot afford to pay 
“factory wages" and do not try to compete. Industrial workers 
or potential industrial workers, who return to or Stay on 
farms do so for noneconomic reasons. 


Farmers feel that farn wages cannot rise any more without a 
rise in farm prices. (See also ques. 3 infra), In 1942 
farmers offered $60 to $70 a month for single men, £100 to 
vi25 for married men, (plus board or privileges). In 1941 
they were offering $40 to $50 for Single men and $80 to 590 
for married man. In 1940 and prior to that, during the 1930's, 
$25 to $40 for single men, and $70 to 4.75 for married MON 


About 40 percent of the farmers would approve of a minimun 
wage rate to prevent competitive bidding for help, providing 
this was 9 "fair't wage. About 50 percent are opposed because 
(a) You canit fix a flat wage because no two men are alike,' 
(b) "Any wage you set wonld be too high for the farmer or too 
low for tha man who can get a Job in a factory," (3) «qt 
wouldn't do any good because you couldn't get @ man anyway," 
About 10 percent are undecided. 


Some farmers have suggested that the Governnent “make up 

the difference between what a farmer can afford to pay and 
what 4 man can make in a factory." This has been suggested 
both in combination with drafting labor and alone. 


United States Employment Service has had poor contacts with 
farmers in this county and has not been used much in the 


past. Farmers who tried United States Employment Service 


this year were usually disappointed because USES could not 
Supply men. Farmers are generally disgusted with the 
Employment Service, will get labor through their om contacts, 
through ads in newspapers, will probably not use USES much 
next year. They hope for local labor, are not thinking 

about underemployed rural dwellers in distant areas, 


There are almost no underemployed rural dwellers in this 
area at this time. 


Except for importing southern Negroes (for wegetable picking), 
iittle thought has been given to importing workers, In this 
particular instance, one grower has been mainly responsible. 
He is widely known as having "a bad labor policy? and his 
principal aim has been to get labor as cheaply as possible. 
He gave little or no assurance to his laborers about work 
ang conditions, or housing and it is not generally known, 
whether or not he mace and/or kept agreements about wages, 

He has been accused of: providing wretched housing for his 
laborers and fairly reliable reports bear out these accusations, 


they wanted the Government to have no hand in their labor 
arrangements. (This represents the views of vegetable growers ; 
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The general opinion is that imported workers (on vegatable crops 
at any rate) should be imported for peak work seasons rather than 
as permanent residents of the community. If it seemed that 
imported Negroes were going to settle in local communities, the 
general reaction would be one of indignant horror. 


Little thought has been given to this because there are few 
underemployed farm operators in the area. ‘The only possibility 
would be on one-man or smal] femily size farms, which were 
canvassed @ year ago by food~for—victory committeemen and, 
whenever possible, persuaded to increase production as much 

as possible. 


USES reports that the demand for farm labor is falling off in 
this county. The County Agent states that USES is "not really 
in touch with the labor situation aroumd here, has poor 
contacts with farmers. He considera this drop in "demand" to 
be artificial, a sign that farmers have become discouraged with 
USES because it does not get Jaborers for them, rather than that 
Labor needs or shortages have decreased. 


Farmers expect women, especially farm wives and daughters, to 
do the same or more work next year. This year farm women have 
had heavier employment in actual farm operations than at any 
time since Yorld Yar I. This condition will obtain to the sane, 
or a more heightened degree next year. At any rate farmers do 
not iook for their women folk to have any less farm work to do 
next year. ) 


Farm women generally expect to do as much as they can next year, 
which will be the same as or a little more than they did this 
year, because of the unavailability of male help, particularly 
skilled dairy hands. Host farm women seem to feel that they 
are the nearest approximation to the absent farm=-hand » and, in 
many cases, see that if they do not pitch in and help, the farm 
business will have to contract or collapse. 


italian and Polish women from Utica and Rome are available, 
under the padrone (labor gang boss) system for picking beans, 
peas, cucumbers, etc. (See also Sec. A, Ques. 4). These 
women will probably be available in 1943, since most of them 
cannot get jobs in war plants because they are aliens. For 
the most part other urban and rural nonfarm women are not 
available for farm work. USES officials report no urban 
women (except as above) applying for farm work. Some rural 
nonfarm women were hired this year to pick apples, but their 
numbers were small and their efforts limited to this crop. 
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Most sources believe that futaland urban women of nonfarm 
experience will not be interested in doing farm work under 
any feasible conditions because: 1) Urban centers in Oneida 
County are experisncing a large employnent boom, Wages are 
higa and jobs plentiful for all employable men. Hence, 
their wives have no incentive to work on farms for extre 
income, 2) War industrial employment opportunities are larze 
enough to ubsorb all the unmarried women or women from low 
income brackets who want work, jie es and type of work in 
these factories are renerally more attractive then Parma 
waces. 5) Traditionally thero is no place for wonen (except 
farm wives end foreign-born picking help) on One‘ da County 
farms. This tradition is strong enough in the minds of 
farmers and city women to make both parties consider the 
idea somewhat ridiculous and unworkable. Several farm 
women who have b:en doing field work su,:zested that urban 
women could help most by taking over household duties, thus 
releasing; the more skilled farm women for actual “arn 
operati onss 


A few Colgate University students were available for pert- 
time work this sumer and farmers were generally pleased 
with them and would like to hire thom for more work next 
year, On the whole, however, college students make up a 
very small source of labor. 


Few (about 20) high school boys (14 and 15 years o14) from 
Utica turned out for farm work this year under the USr'S 
higa school plan for farmcadets. At first farmers expected 
too much of the boys. "They (farmers) thought they were 
fettins boys who could do as much as boys who had been 
brought up on farms, They just had to find out what the 
boys could do.” Although boys were most useful in peak 
season work for drivin, tractor, drivin: truck, hancling 
horse forks or loaders, some of them stayed on farms from 
haying time almost till school started. USES men believe 
that farmers will want to hire more high school boys next 
year, "Farmers have been used to getting experienced help 
whenever they needed it", said a USHS official “and now 
they're finding thay have to take what they can cet and 
train it. It takes them a little time to 5et used to the 
idea of using inexperienced ‘kids, but I think they’ll take 
‘em faster next year," Farmers generally say they're afraid 
they’11 have to use more hi¢h schoo], boys next year. 


Farmers prefer rural boys because they do not have to be 
taught so much, generally, However, some farmers are 
employing urban boys (See ques. 1). 


Parmers are not thinking much about this possibility in 
this county. A USHS official opined that farmers yould 
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prefer to teach the boys they hire themselves rather than 
have @ school do it. “On the Job training is better, because 
most farmers have their owm Special ways of doing things. 
They'd rather break the boys in themselves, As it is now, 

& lot of boys think they know much more about farminy than 
they actually do, and teaching ‘em would make them that much 
cockier." Not all farmers apree with this (see question 6). 


Farmers are not thinking about this. (See also question 3). 
There are almost no “nonfarm out-of-school young people" who 
are not employed now, 


At the beginning of the summer, the County Avent was asked to 
estimate a minimum wage for high school students. The Arent 


_ Stated that a boy should be worth at least °5 9 week and board, 


might be worth more. USES officials informed farmers of" this, 
urged that boys’ wages be increased if boys showed improve-= 
ment, greater ability. Toa man, farmere agreed, paid the 
éxact minimum wage, ‘ases have been generally satisfactory 
to farmers, and for the most part to students, The farmers 
propose no changes, the kids suggest higher pay. 


Wany farmers feel that urban students would profit by instruction 
in the elements of farming, "Just so's they'd know what it’s 

all about"--seid one farmer, "You don't have to teach ‘em every 
job, but just give "em an idea of what a farm hand does," It 
seems that many boys had mistaken notions of what farm work 
would be like, and farmers feel that it would be better if 

these notions ware cleared up. Some farners feel that a teacher 
or coach or scoutmaster who lmew Something about farming, should 
supervise the boys while they were workings 


School authorities are not contemplating any instruction in 
farm work other than the usual, standard courses in vocational 
agriculture, There is no well formulated parent opinion on the 
subject. 


See Tuestion 1, Generally urban students are considered unable 
to do “heavy work" such ‘as shoveling manure, pitching hay, 
loading corn and other jobs demanding physical strength. Certain 
skilled jobs such as milking, stripping cows, eto., are usually 
considered out of the range of boys. Ploughing, cultivating 

and machine harvestin,; operations are &enerally reserved for 
older, more knowledgeable hands. 


One USES official said that he felt the schools could do (and 
had not done) the job of "selling" farm work to their studente, 


"The kids heven't been made‘ to feel ‘hat they're important 
enough in getting thie job done," 


Almost all farmers feel that the worst fault of schoolboy labor 
is its irresponsibility, its tendency to fool around or play on 
the job. This leads to carelessness, damaged crops, and sometimes, 
damaged equipment, 
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Very little attention has been paid to this sources of labor in this 
county. The County Azent has a list of names of cusiness and professional 


“nen in New Hartford who have a reed to spend some tine at farm work if 


the labor shortaze became acute in certain cash crops (vegetables, mainly. ) 
These men have never been called on. ‘The Utica Chambor of Commerce has 
formulated no plan for business or professional men to do farm work, and 

is not planning to do so. The Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce is 
hostile to the idea. There are several geod reasons why no plan has been 
out forth; 


a} Utica, Rome, and, to a lesser cegree, other towns in the 
county are booming with industrial employment, The ensuing 
prosperity has brousht full-time employment to nearly every 
employable man (and many women) in these towns, No one feels 
he has the time to spend on farm work, 


b) The larpver towns regard themselves us industrial centers, 
rathor than comercial centers in an agricultural re;ion, 
Nence their first thoughts ure for industry rather than 
for farmers, 


c) The larger cities are too large and couplex to be feasible 
for a plan that involved shutting dovm the whole town for 
even @ day. 


d) The labor shortage has been acute not in seasonal crons, 
but on dairy farms where year-round, skilled help is needed, 
The (agriculturally) unskilled townsman would actually be 
of little or no help to farmers around here, There is no 
general peak of lator needs in this county. 


Very little thought has been ~iven to this possibility in this county, 
“ost of the industrial plants in the area provide workers with eight 

to ten hours work a day, seven cays a week, and do not have a labor sur- 
plus so that they would net be pleased with the idea of releasing workers 
for farm employment. 


1) Although farmers would like the able assistance of 
former farm hands now in factories during haying, 
threshing and silo filling, most farmers would be 
loath to ask for this help on the grounds that she 
absence of these men would hamper war production, 
(Almost all factories in the area are producing direct= 
ly for the war effort.) Farmers are inclined to wonder whether 
the factory workers so released would actually come to work 
on farms in most cases, They say that Puliy employed industrial 
workers «ould heave little incentive to spend a free day at 
farm work, . 


2) Most farmers feel that they can afford to pay not more 
than the g,oin; wa.e for experienced farm help, that it would 
be unfair to repuler workers if they did pay more, No 
farmers su_gested Government waze subsidies, 
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This year, in a Sew instances, factory workers on night 
Shifts worked a few hours a day wicking anples, potatoes, 
peas and beans, and, occasionally, at hayins and silo 
Pilling. This was not a widespread, ass movenent; the 
men were usually relatives, noishbors or friends of 
farmers, they helped, and the arrangements were made on 
the basis of this persdnal bond, ‘ost farmers feel that 
they need steady, dependable help both year-round and in 
peak work seasons. They would consider Strangers for 4 
two or three hour period only moderately helpful, since 
they would probably have to be broken in to each farmer's 
Special method of doing a job, might not be as physically 
fit as other maubers of the yang (because they had been 
doing factory, not farm work), might have to leave the 
job before it was finished, etc. Farmers offer many 
objectiona to this idea, in general, Factory workers 
often protcst that they do not have time to do extra “ork, 
or that. they are too fatigued «efter their industrial em- 
ployment. (Employees of Savage Arms work at 12 hour 
shifts, so this complaint is often sincere.) 


fn ali, it seems probable that factory workers will son- 
tinue to be employed partetime on farms next year on the 
basis of informal personal relationships rather than on 
the basis of formal plans made by any agency, private or 
public. 


The people to whom this was mentioned had obviously not: 
given the matter much thought and were unprepared to five 
opinions on it. Their replies were vafue, anc ranced 
from mild approval to crabbed opposition. 


Up to the present time farmwers hawe been getting along 
well under the rationing system. They have hed to reduce 
pleasure trips and visits to friends, relatives in distant 
places, but the weekly trip to town has, in most Cascs, 
been retained in the farm schedule, 


Rationing of gas to farm trucks has been more liberal, 
and it is probable that many short trips which would 
formerly have been wade in the car are now made in the 
truck. 


In a good many instances, trips have been pooled, and 
neighbors are drawing each others milk, apples, etc., 
and bringing loads of supplies back from town. 


Up to the present, in short, there hes been almost no 
complaint about rationed rasoline. 
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The new OLT “Cortificate of Jartine Necossity,” however, may 
be the source of a lot of conplaints from farmers. To date, 
few farmers have roceived their cartificate, although most 
have filed applications, which are bein; processed by ODT in 
Detroit, siichizan. Of tnose who have received certificates, 
several have been granted much less mileage (and, hence, 
gasoline) than they applied for. Farmers who have been 
accustomed to travel 200 to 250 miles a month have been cyt, 
in some cases, to 60 to 70 miles, One county official remarked: 
“It's been spotty so far, Same farmers have zotten all they 
applied for, while others have been cut way down. TI hate te 
Say this, but it all seems to depend on the whim of some damn 
clerk in Detroit." Another man said: “fhe trouble is, it’s 
being handled from Detroit by people who don't know the loval 
Situation." (Machinery for apoeal of ODT decisions is now being 
set up by the County Wear Board). An Or? official in the county 
stated that many farmers’ applicetions ware rejected because 
they were incompletely or incorrectly filled out, 


All in all, this promises to lead to some confusion and much 
complaint, because of the irregular, non-schedule nature of 
farm truck operation and an intense dislike of regulation 
that most farmers heave, 
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